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Wherens, the State of Okfakoma has a significant interest in the viability and growth of general and business aviation,
commercial aviation, mifitary aviation, and unmanned aerial systems; and

Wherens, Oklahioma fias a long and rich legacy in aviation. (hde Cessna began his carcer fiere. ‘Wiley Post, who twice set the
record for flying around the world, discovered the jet stream and invented what would later become the first spacesuis. Two
of the first commercial airfines, Braniff Airways and Soutfwest Air Fast Express, were started here and later became part of
American Airways, now American Mirfines. ®arts were made here for the Apollo and space shuttly wissions. @arts are now
being made in Tulsa for the Boeing 787, the first commercinl atrcraft made mostly from composite materials. Oklahoma has
produced more astronauts per capita than any other state. Among them are Gordon Cooper, one gf the oniginal Mercury 7
astronauts, and General Tom Stafford, commander of Apollo 10 that paved the way for the first funar landing; and

Mlerens, general aviation has an estimated $1.2 6iflion economic impact in Offafioma, boasting nearfy 8,000 pilots and
* 11,000 aircraft. ORfakioma also has 139 public-use generaf aviation airports. General aviation is the gateswuy to the nation’s
airways and the world for communities across our state; and

Whereas, Okfafiomu is ane of the seven centers in the world for the maintenance, repair and overfiaul of airoraft. Tiwo big
reasons for that are Tinker Air Force Base, the world’s largest military aircraft repair facility, and the American Airlines
Maintenance <L Engineering Base, the largest commercial aircraft facility in the world, The aviation and aerospace industry
has an annual economic output of $12.4 iffion, 10% of the state’s totall provides 144,000 jobs, and yields just under a §5
bitlion payroll. There are over 600 aviation and aerospace businesses in Okfafioma. Boeing, American Airfines, Spirit
AeroSystems, NORDAM, Northrop Gramman, and FlghtSafety alf fave a significant presence in the state. The €44 Mikg
Monroney Aeronautical Center, mission control for our nation's air transportation system, is also kere. ORfahoma is a leader
in the burgeoming field of unmanned aerial systems, Geing vecently sefected by the Department of Homeland Security as the
site for testing robotic aircraft for public safety;

Nots, therefore, 3, Mury Fullis, Governor of the State of Okfafioma, do fiereby proclaim the month of August 2012 as

“Aniafion and Aerospare Apprechrion Month”

in the State of Oklakoma.
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